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House of Assembly
Office of the Chief Electoral Officer

39 Hallett Crescent January 7, 2010

St. John's, NL

A1B 4C4

Tel: 709.729.0712 Honourable Roger Fitzgerald
Toll Free: 1.877.729.7987 Speaker

Fax: 709.729.0679

E-mail: oceo@gov.nl.ca House of Assembly

Main Floor, East Block
Confederation Building
St. John’s, NL

Dear Speaker:

Section 214 of the Elections Act states that “The Chief Electoral Office shall
publish within 9 months after each general election and each by election a
book containing pertinent statistics of the election, including poll by poll results

of each electoral district.”

In accordance with this, | am pleased to present you with this report on the
2009 by-election in the electoral district of Terra Nova.

| have arranged for copies to be distributed to all Members of the House of
Assembly. | trust this meets with your approval.

Sincerely,

fus Loyt

Paul Reynolds
Chief Electoral Officer

CC: Bill McKenzie







By-Election: Terra Nova
November 26, 2009

On Wednesday, November 4, 2009, a Writ of Election was issued for a by-election in the
electoral district of Terra Nova. The election date was set for Thursday, November 26, and was
called to fill a vacancy created by the resignation of Mr. Paul Oram who resigned as Minister of
Health and MHA on October 7.

A list of electors printed on November 2 was used as the preliminary list, containing 8282
electors. Updates to the list were made during the election period until 6:00 p.m., Saturday,
November 21, when a final revised list containing 8311 electors was subsequently printed. The
revised list identified electors who applied to vote by special ballot, voted at the advance poll
and applied to be added to the list (as well as other changes such as elector moves or
corrections to electors’ names and/or addresses). This final revised list was distributed to
political parties and candidates on Sunday, November 22, and was used by the Returning
Officer and all election officials as the official list of electors on polling day.

Nomination day was held on Monday, November 16, and three candidates were officially
nominated: John Baird for the Liberal Party, Robin Brentnall for the New Democratic Party and
Sandy Collins for the Progressive Conservative Party.

The advance poll was held on Saturday, November 21 in Glovertown, Gambo and
Musgravetown.

A total of 228 special ballot applications were received and approved and 221 ballot kits were
returned by the deadline of 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 21. This means that 97 per cent of
ballots were returned to the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer (OCEOQ).

The preliminary count on election night resulted in 4366 votes cast. A total of 219 votes were
cast at three advance polls; 221 votes were cast by special ballot; and 3926 votes were cast at
33 regular polls with a 53 per cent voter turnout. Mr. Baird received 1663 votes, Mr. Brentnall
received 297 votes and Mr. Collins received 2398 votes. There were eight rejected ballots, three
cancelled ballots and 365 electors were “sworn in” at the advance poll, by special ballot and on
polling day.

The official addition of the votes was held on Sunday, November 29, at the Office of the
Returning Officer. The official addition confirmed the preliminary results on election night. Mr.
Sandy Collins was declared elected and was sworn in as a member of the House of Assembly
on December 15. The results of this by-election left representation in the House of Assembly
with 43 Progressive Conservatives, four Liberals and one New Democrat.

The Chief Electoral Officer would like to extend thanks to the Returning Officer, Ms. Sandra
Holloway; the Election Clerk, Ms. Selma Blackwood; the Special Ballot Officer, Ms. Dorothy
Wyatt; the election workers from the district; and the staff at OCEO for a job well done.

Office of the Chief Electoral Officer



chrisfoley
Sticky Note
Notice of Errata: The printed version of this report erroneously reports November 5 that the date the Writ of Election was issued. The date has been corrected in this version. 
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