
December 2, 2010 By-Election Report:
Conception Bay East - Bell Island

Office of the Chief Electoral Officer





March 1, 2011
Honourable Roger Fitzgerald
Speaker
House of Assembly
Main Floor, East Block
Confederation Building
St. John’s, NL

Dear Speaker:

I am pleased to present you with this report on the 2010 by-election in the 
electoral district of Conception Bay East – Bell Island. This is in accordance 
with section 214 of the Elections Act, 1991, which states that “the Chief 
Electoral Office shall publish within 9 months after each general election and 
each by election a book containing pertinent statistics of the election, including 
poll by poll results of each electoral district”.  

I have arranged for copies to be distributed to all Members of the House of 
Assembly. I trust this meets with your approval.

Sincerely,

Paul Reynolds
Chief Electoral Officer

cc: Bill MacKenzie, Clerk of the House of Assembly





By-Election: Conception Bay East - Bell Island
December 2, 2010

5

Office of the Chief Electoral Officer

On Wednesday, November 10, 2010, the Writ of Election was issued for a by-election in the electoral 
district of Conception Bay East – Bell Island. The election date was set for December 2, 2010, and was 
called to fill a vacancy which resulted from the death of Progressive Conservative Dianne Whalen on 
October 3, 2010.

The list of electors printed on November 1 was used as the preliminary list, containing 9835 electors.  
Updates to the list were made during the election period until 8 p.m. on Saturday, November 27 (advance 
poll day), when a final revised list containing 11,078 electors was subsequently printed. The final revised 
list identified electors who applied to vote by Special Ballot, who voted at the advance poll and who 
applied to be added to the list (as well as other changes such as elector moves or corrections to electors’ 
names and/or addresses). On Sunday, November 28 the final revised list was given to the district 
Returning Officer for distribution to the political parties and candidates. The same list was used by the 
Returning Officer and all election officials as the official list of electors on polling day. 

Nomination day was held on Monday, November 22 and three candidates were officially nominated:  
David Brazil for the Progressive Conservative Party, Joy Buckle for the Liberal Party and George Murphy 
for the New Democratic Party.

The advance poll was held on Saturday, November 27. There were two locations for advance poll voting, 
one on Bell Island and one in Portugal Cove-St. Philip’s. Each of these voting locations contained two 
voting stations for a total of four.   

A total of 107 Special Ballot applications were received and approved and 105 ballot kits were returned by 
the deadline of  4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 27. This means that 98 per cent of ballots were 
returned to the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer (OCEO). 

The preliminary count on election night resulted in 3988 votes cast. A total of 551 votes were cast at two 
advance polls; 105 votes were cast by Special Ballot; and 3332 votes were cast at 34 regular polls with a 
36 per cent voter turnout. David Brazil received 2638 votes; Joy Buckle received 299 votes and George 
Murphy received 1043 votes. There were eight rejected ballots, three cancelled ballots and 386 electors 
were “sworn in” at the advance poll, by Special Ballot and on polling day.  

The official addition of the votes was held on Sunday, December 5 at the district Returning Office. The 
official addition resulted in a change in the final vote count only for the Progressive Conservative 
Candidate, Mr. David Brazil as 2640, not 2638 as reported on election night. This change did not affect  
the overall results as reported on election night and Mr. David Brazil was declared elected and was sworn 
in as a member of the House of Assembly on Monday, December 20, 2010. The results of this by-election 
left representation in the House of Assembly with 43 Progressive Conservatives, four Liberals and one 
New Democrat.

The Chief Electoral Officer would like to extend appreciation to the district staff for overseeing an efficient 
by-election: Judy Lockyer-Shields (Returning Officer), Darlene Flight (Election Clerk) and Gwen Barrett 
and Marilyn Sheppard (Special Ballot Officers). Thanks are also extended to the rest of the district 
election workers and the staff at the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer for an excellent job.
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